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A ride-on mower is:

This book is for
operating a ride-on mower

A powered mower where you sit at the
controls. It looks like a small tractor,
with the cutting deck mounted between the front
and rear axles.

Another type of ride-on mower has
a rear-mounted engine with rear-wheel
steering and a front-mounted deck.
It steers better around tight corners than
the tractor-style but is more expensive.
Most of these machines cut with
horizontal rotating blades.
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Example of a ride-on mower

Power take-
off (PTO)
covers
(must be on
at all times)

Rollover protective
structure (ROPS)

Cutting deck Chute guard

Zero turn mower Tractor-style mower
Rollover protective
structure (ROPS)Safety light

Seatbelt (must be
fitted and worn)

Seatbelt (must be
fitted and worn)
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a) how to do the job,  b) what needs to be done first, c) workplace rules
and procedures and d) any hazards and how you will control them.

For example:

It is a good idea to have an operational plan before you start work. Your plan
should show that you have thought about:

PLAN FOR SAFETY BEFORE YOU START

Inspect the site -  Start at ground level and work your way up.

GROUND - Check the surface of the ground.
Check for boggy ground or any other obstructions
that might interfere with the safe operation of the
ride on mower.

EYE HEIGHT - Look for other machines, people
and obstructions that may be in the path where you
want to work.

AIR - Check for obstructions, buildings, and
anything else above eye height.

Use the information about the site to plan how you will work safely.
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When planning to use your ride-on mower it is important to have the
knowledge needed to operate safely. The information in Unit 1 will help to give

you this knowledge.

UNIT 1

CONDUCT ROUTINE CHECKS
 AND PLAN WORK
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DAILY INSPECTION CHECKLIST

A checklist may be kept on your machine. It can be used to record defects,
routine maintenance and other work that needs to be done.

PRE-CHECKS are necessary before operating a ride-on mower. Pre-checks
are used to identify DAMAGE, PREVENT  ACCIDENTS and to make sure the
ride-on mower is SAFE TO USE.
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UNIT 2

OPERATE RIDE-ON MOWER
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Question 13. Are you allowed to operate a mower or attachments while under the
                          influence of alcohol or medication, or fatigued?

Answer: No, not at all.
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Question 14. What should an industrial mower have to protect you if the mower
tips over?

Answer: A rollover protective structure
                (ROPS) should be provided as
                good safe practice.

Rollover protective
structure (ROPS)
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Question 15. Should you refuel a mower while the engine is running
(eplain your answer)?

        Answer: NO! The running engine could set the fuel on
fire.
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Question 16. When travelling up a slope, why must the mower motor  face uphill?

 Answer: To keep the mower stable. The heavy end will be on the high side of the
                   slope and the mower will be less likely to tip over.
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Question 17. What direction must the mower motor face when travelling up a slope?

Motor facing
 uphill

Answer: The mower motor must face uphill.

REMEMBER: ALWAYS KEEP THE MOTOR ON THE UPHILL SIDE.

Slope

Motor facing
 uphill

Slope
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