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IDENTIFY CONSTRUCTION HAZARDS AND RISK CONTROL MEASURES
2.1 - Basic principles of risk management

Hazard versus risk

What is the difference?

The constantly changingnature of construction work sets it apart from other types of work. Different hazards and
risks emerge constantly—someimes instantly.

Co-ordinating risk managementis made more diffcult by the stop and start nature of a construction project, high
turnover of workers and temporary workpl the high levels of risk in the industry.

Hazard Risk
hazardis any thingor Ariskis a
injure or harm you. or harm.
In other words, it i i u. In other words, how likely it is that somebody
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Element 1 -
Identify health and safety legislative
requirements of construction work

This clement covers the following performance critera

1. Basic roles, responsiilitiesand rights of duty holders
are identified and explained according to jurisdictional
health and safety legisiative requirements.

2. Dutyof care requirementsare identified,
3. Construction safe work practices are identified
and explained.
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Risk management
Risk managementis taking action to make sure you are safe.

Risk managementis madeup of the following five steps.
1. identifyinghazarcs
2. Assessingthe riskinvolved,

3. Talkingand reporting to other workers.

N

Controlling the hazards to lower the risk.

5. Reviewingthe action you have taken.

You can manage the risks caused by hazards by
using hazard controls. For example, the isolation
of a trench hazard,
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Element 2 - Identify construction

hazards and risk control measures

“This element covers the following
performance crteria

1. Basic principles of risk
management are identified.

2. Construction hazards are identified
and discussed.

3. Purposeand use of PPE are
identified and demonstrated.

4. Measures for controling hazards
are identified.
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Things in the path of travel
Other obstructions,

Above head height
Ahazardis anything that can harmyou or You shouid check above eye leve for:
others while you are working, The first thing o el
youneed to do is to identify these hazards - Buildings
before you start work . Trees
Take a good look at your workplace and decide = Othen chistructions.
if anything could possibly cause injury to you
or anyone else in the area. Ground to eye height
You should check around eye height for:
- Other equipment
+ Machinery
- People
+ Pedestrans

Ground level (and below)

You should check the ground to see:

* Ifthe surface is stable and level

+ Ifthere are spills or wet surfaces.

+ Isthere debrisrubbish

«Is the surface strong enough to support the weight
of any equipment o materials

« Are there trenches or recently backfiled trenches.

+ Istheground unstable
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Assessing the
k involved —

risk assessment

After you have identified a
hazard you need to assess
the level of risk associated
with the hazard.
Amostcertain—
You mayneed totalk to other | seeced nmost
‘workers or health and safety e

consultants to get enough
information to assess and
lower the risk.
Risk
up of three elements.
Unikey—
1. Probability - could occur at some time

Howlikely s it that the
hazard will causeharm? | RM02, ooy

2. Consequence-
How much harm could
itdo?

3. Frequency-

How often could people
be harmed by it?

nsigntant

(noinjuries) | only:spilage
contained
atsie)
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Acute

2
Moderate
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Moderate

Followmanagement
instructions.

Safe Work Method Statement (cortinued)
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Construction of tunnels

Construction work on
telecommunications towers

Working where there is a sk of drowning

Workingin an area that may be contaminated.

Safe work
be to control the hazard o risk.
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Safe Work Method Statement (SWMS)

Oneway toidentify construction workplace hazardsis to use a Safe work method statement (SWMS).

Safe work

q

highrisk

Workingat heights

Construction involvingtft-up
or precast panels

Trenching

Workingin a confined space

Work involving explosives

Working in areas of extreme
heat or cold
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Safe WorkMethad Statement (continued)
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Construction work involving diving

Working adjacent to roadways or railways

Work involving excavation deeper than 1.5 metres

Work on or near chemical, fuel or refigerant lines
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