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Figure 1: The UTV is an off-road vehicle; the gator and golf cart are not. 
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Chapter 1 

Side by side utility vehicles and their use 

Introduction 
Side-by-side utility vehicles are also known as UTVs, SBSUTVs or SxS. In this publication we 
refer to them as UTVs. These vehicles typically have a side-by-side seating arrangement 
and can carry two to six people, depending on the make. 

Be aware that these vehicles are not at all suitable for some situations. For example, if 
you need to muster stock in hilly conditions, consider using a two-wheeled motor bike or 
a horse. 

The gator in Figure 1 is restricted to 2WD. It is not suitable for off-road use. The top is just 
a sunshade and not a roll-over protection. It is too wide for off-road use and most suitable 
for a situation of a smooth, turfed surface like a golf course. The seatbelt is only a lash 
strap. 

The club car is commonly known as a golf cart. It is typically fitted with a rollover protection 
structure (ROPS)*, which must support more than the weight of the vehicle, otherwise the 
vehicle would bend it on impact. The seat belt is only a lash strap. 

*Also known as a rollover protection device. 
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Figure 4: Ready to go: doors closed, seat belts fastened, helmets on. 

Chapter2 

Safety 

Introduction 
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In farm use and other operations, side by side utility vehicles are gradually replacing quad 
bikes because of their increased safety. 

Helmets are mandatory because the roll bar is close enough to bang your head and you 
can clash heads with an adjacent passenger in some conditions. 

Seat belts are mandatory because they keep you secure inside the vehicle in the event of 
a rollover. 

The information in this publication is not a substitute for the operator's manual for your 
specific vehicle. It should be read in conjunction with the manual because any vehicle can 
be dangerous when used outside the manufacturer's guidelines. 

Reasons to replace the quad bike 
Between 2011 and August 2020 there were 150 quad bike related deaths on Australian 
farms*. Over 60 per cent of quad bike fatalities are due to rollover. Rollover and being 
pinned by the quad bike were key factors in these fatalities. Almost half of these fatalities 
were caused by asphyxia or related condition. More than half of these figures were in older 
operators (78 per cent were 50 years or older) . In addition to these figures, many more 
have had serious injuries. 

*Reference: Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) August 2020. 



14 Side by Sides: a practical guide 

What to do 
Use the T-CLOC check list to remember: 

T = Tyres and wheels 
C = Controls 
L = Lights 
0 = Oil 
C = Chassis 

Figure 14: Wipe the dip stick clean with a lint free cloth and 
check that the oil level is between minimum and maximum 
(within the recommended range). 

Figure 15: Fill the fuel tank in a wel l ventilated area. Note 
the secure storage area. 

Figure 16: Some vehicles have a sight glass instead of a dip 
stick. 

Figure 17: Use a low pressure gauge to check tyre pressure. 

Figure 18: Use the pressure recommended in the operator's manual. 
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Figure 31: Check that the water depth is below axle height. Figure 33: Enter and leave the water as square-on as possible. 

Figure 34: Dry the brakes by applying them gently a few 
times. 

Water and mud 

NOTE: Enter water only if it is below axle height. 

To drive through water: 
• check water depth 
• engage 4WD, high range 
• maintain momentum 
• dry out the brakes by applying them gently a few 

times. 

NOTE: To get out of a hole, you may need to 
shift from side to side to rock the UTV. 
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If you attempt to cross a water hole or a creek, find 
out: 
• how deep it is 
• how fast the water is travelling 
• if there are any holes in the bottom 
• if the bottom is soft or hard, mud or sand 
• if there are hidden rocks or boulders. 

Use an established crossing, if possible. Assess the 
other bank: is it muddy, steep or slippery? Plan 
where you will climb the other bank before you 
attempt the crossing. 

Sand 
Momentum is the key to handling soft sand, but 
gear changes in soft sand often cause lack of 
momentum and digging in. To drive through sand: 
• lower tyre pressure as recommended in the 

operator's manual 
• engage 4WD, high range 
• maintain momentum 
• return tyre pressure to normal after driving on 

sand. 

Working safely 
In addition to the general safety precautions: 
• be aware that sand dunes shift and change their 

shape and size. They can change daily 
• be aware that sand dunes can have a slope up 

one side and a sheer drop on the other side 
• remember that wet brakes don't work well. 
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Figure 53: Air filter needs to be cleaned. 

Figure 54: Cleaned air filter. 

Figure 55: Check that doors open and close properly. 

Figure 56: Clean away any dust before you open containers 
to check fluid levels. 

Figure 57: After dust is cleared away, check the cooling system. 

Figure 58: Check coolant level when the engine is cool. 

Side by Sides: a practical guide 

Figure 59 : Selector for 4WD and 2WD moves easily and 
remains in place and does not show excessive wear. 
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