
Figure 1: Quad bikes are excellent tools if used safely and correctly. 
Insets: Recommended Operator Protection Devices. Top: Lifeguard. Bottom: Quadbar. 
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QUA BIKES AND THEIR USE 

QUAD BIKES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
When compared to other vehicles, quad bikes have minimal impact on the envi ronment. This advantage is due to their low weight 
and high fiotation tyres. However, you sti ll need to exercise care by: 

keeping to areas and tracks where impact will be minimal 
clean ing your bike of weeds and seeds before moving to a new area 
seeking permission before operating the bike on other people's private land. 
Do not disturb livestock or watering points; leave gates as found. 

TREAD LIGHTLY 

What is a quad bike? 
Quad bikes were once incorrectly termed all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) . These vehicles are not suitable for all terrains and the 
term now used in Australia is quad bike. The American National Standards Institute-Specialty Veh icle Institute of America 
(ANSI-SVIA)-1-2007 Standard refers to these vehicles by the earlier name but the description still applies: "any motorised 
vehicle designed to travel on four low pressure tyres with a seat designed to be straddled by the operator and handlebars for 
steering. Intended use is for a single operator and no passenger."This definition applies to the category Type 1 vehicle, which 
is commonly used on farms in Australia . 
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Figure 4: Quad bike used to muster stock on suitable terrain. 

Figure 5: Motor bikes used to muster stock in hilly or rocky conditions. 
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QUAD Bl KES AND SPRAY TAN KS 
Operations that involve spraying require a machine designed 
for heavy loads (check the safe working load of the racks) 
and still be relatively manoeuvrable. Remember to include 
the weight of the additional equipment, the operator and the 
operator protection device (OPD). Be sure not to exceed the 
manufacturer's guidelines. 

You can use quad bikes for towing loads such as quad bike 
trailers or boom sprays (but check the load towing capacity in 
your operator's manual). If you need to tow a load too large for 
a quad bike, use a ute or a tractor. 

If you spray chemical using a quad bike, read the chemical 
label carefully to find out what protective clothing you must 
wear during the application. 

If you need gumboots and a cotton hat, consider spot spraying 
on foot or from inside the enclosed cabin of a ute rather than 
from the quad bike. Gumboots with steel caps can be used 
on quad bikes. But if you need a cotton hat you need to put 
the helmet over it if you use the quad bike. If the helmet is 
a problem, consider using another vehicle for spraying. For 
example, it is hard to decontaminate the helmet lining if 
chemical vapours are absorbed into it. 

If you use the quad bike, decontaminate it after use by hosing 
down in the manner recommended by the manufacturer. 

Be aware that fatal accidents occur on both fiat and steep 
terrain. 

Figure 6 (-Dax spray tank (yellow). You can see the extensions (legs) of the tank on each side of the bike placed to keep a low centre of 
gravity. Also the distance between the legs allows the operator to be more rider active and help prevent tipping. 
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Figure 35: Careful rid ing for safe use of quad bikes on slopes. Note the position of the rider as he rides down the slope. 
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IMPORTANT 
This is a dangerous activity. 

The steeper the slope the more potential there is for the quad bike to flip or rol lover. If a slope looks too steep, it probably is. If you 
have any doubts about ability to safely ride a slope, don't try. Never climb hills with excessively slippery or loose surfaces. 

If the hill is too steep, don't keep trying to cl imb it and don't try to beat it because it will most likely result in your having a serious 
accident. 

We have included a section on riding across slopes but this is a tricky manoeuvre. Don't try riding across a slope with a slippery, 
rough or loose surface. 

It is recommended that you and others on the farm who use quad bikes assess the terrain and access roads and then select the best 
vehicle for working in those areas. Impose speed limits for quad bikes on access roads and paddocks taking into consideration the 
vehicle's tilt table ratio or static stability (TTR) and dynamic hand ling characteristics. TTR should be available from the manufacturer. 

Identify any areas that are no-go for quad bikes and inform all users. 

AIM 
To safely ride up, down or across slopes. 

WHAT YOU NEED 
quad bike 

• hilly paddock. 
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Figure 63: The quad bike can be loaded sideways but notice 
that the bike is walked on and not driven. The operator is 

on the outside of the bike so that he can move easily. If the 
bike is driven on for a sideways loading there is a danger of 

overshooting and falling over the other side. 
■ 

Figure 64: Tighten and fasten the strap. 
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Figure 65: Top tie on the quad bike, bottom tie on the trailer. 

Figure 66: Shift your weight to the back as you carefully drive down and off. 
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