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INTRODUCTION TO NON-SLEWING CRANE

What is a non-slewing crane?
A non-slewing crane is a powered crane which features a boom  
or jib that does not slew.

The boom can only luff up and down and telescope in and out. 
The crane is mounted on a vehicle.

In some states a telescopic handler 
is classed as a non-slewing crane
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INTRODUCTION TO NON-SLEWING CRANE

Parts of a non-slewing crane

Boom extensions

Rope 
winch drum

Spreader bar in  
transport position

SWL marking

Running rope

Lift cylinder

Hook

Anti two  
block switch

Counter  
weight

Rear wheel

Engine  
cover

Engine 
air intake

Front wheel

Main boom

Head sheave

SWL for  
hook block

Hook block

Articulation point and  
steering cylinders

Hook or  
slinging points
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PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

Prepare for non-slewing crane
operations

Element 1
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PC 1.6 PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

Toolboxmeetings
Toolbox meetings are like small staff meetings that
provide  important information.

Speaking, listening, asking questions
This is very important because it helps you understand how 
to do your job safely.

Whistle
Whistlescan be used when the operator and other workers 
are both in and out of sight.

Two-way radios
These are commonon worksites. 
If you are using them, always 
make sure they are working  
properly before you start the
job.

Check the batteries have enough  
charge and check you have the  
right channel to communicate
with  your workmates.

Communication
You can communicatemany different ways. Sometimes the type of communication methoddepends on the non-slewing crane 
that you will be working with and the worksite. You must choose the best communicationmethod for the job.

Make sure you listen to information and ask questions if you do not understand what you have been told. 

You can communicatein many different ways. Examples of types of communicationare:
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PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONSCHAPTER 1 – PLAN WORK/TASK

Hazard versus risk

What is the difference?
Different hazards and risks emerge constantly—sometimes instantly.

Hazard
A hazard is any thing or any situation which could 
injure or harm you.

In other words, it is anything that can hurt you.

Risk
A risk is the chance of a hazard causing harm such as 
injury, illness or even death.

In other words, how likely it is that somebody 
or something may be harmed by the hazard.

PC 2.9
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PPCC12.5.9 PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

WorkmatesYour supervisor or team
leader.  Managers in charge
of the job.  Engineers (if
available).

WHS/OHS representatives,  
committee members or
safety  officers

Assess the risk (risk assessment)
You need to identify (know) the worksite’s hazards before you start work.
Look for hazards. When you finda hazard, you need to work out two things:

How dangerous is the hazard?
How likely (risky) is it that the hazard will hurt someone?

For example, you finda very dangerous hazard, but the risk of it hurting 
someone is low. Because the danger is high, you need to finda way to control it.

Apply risk control measures BEFOREstarting or as soon as you find 
a hazard while youare working. Make sure policies or proceduresare
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How dangerous? How likely?

PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

• Managers

• Designers

• Importers

• Suppliers

• Inspectors.

PCBU’s/Employer’s duty of care
By law, as an employer you must:
• provide a workplace that is safe and without risk to health or 

safety to people
• provide information and training so that work will be done 

safely
• provide safe plant, equipment and structures
• put systems in place to work safely
• provide ways to make sure plant, structures and substances  

are used, handled and stored safely.
• make sure facilities are in good condition

Duty of care
Duty of care means your legal responsibility to ensure the safety 
and well being of others who could be affected by your actions.

Duty of care applies to:
• Employers/persons conducting a business or undertaking 

(PCBU)
• ‘Workers’ which includes people who are:

– Employees

– Contractors
– Sub-contractors
– Outworkers
– Employees of labour hire companies
– Volunteers

Note: PCBU means employer in this publication

Worker’s duty of care
By law, as a worker you must:

• take care of your own health and safety

• take care of the health and safety of other people in the 
workplace because of the things you do or forget to do

• Do your best to follow workplace, health and safety 
(WHS)/ Occupational health and safety (OHS) 
requirementfromyour PCBU/employer

• Don’t misuse anything provided at the workplace for 
WHS/ OHS either deliberately or recklessly.

Penalties
If you are a PCBU/employeror worker, the government can
fine or even imprison you for failing your duty of care.

PC 1.1

10© Easy Guides Australia Pty. Ltd. May not be reproduced

PC 1.1 PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

Before operating the crane you must be aware of any guidelines, instructions and people for the crane you will be operating and 
for crane operation in general at the workplace.

The types of documents you may need to refer to include:

• Manufacturer’s instructions such as an operator’s manual

• Safe work or job procedures

• Specificworkplace policies and procedures

• OHS / WHSworkplace representatives

• Plans by managers

• Codes of practice

• Guidelines for the safe operation of forklifts and attachments

• WHS/OHS policy

• Health and Safety Acts / laws and Regulations (OHS/WHS)
These can be found at www.safeworkaustralia.comor
on your state/territory Health and Safety Regulators website.

• Australian and industry standards
You can search for standardsat www.standards.org.

11© Easy Guides Australia Pty. Ltd. May not be reproduced

OHS / WHS Guidelines, instructions and people
PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

WorkmatesYour supervisor or manager

Site engineersWHS/OHS representatives or safety officer

QUESTION 9

Who should you talk to  
about site hazards before
you start the job?

PC 1.3, 2.9, 3.2
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PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

QUESTION 11

You’ve already planned  
for site hazards.

What other things do  
you plan for before  
using the crane?

What the task requires you to do.

Some things to plan for are:

How will you get in and out of the site? Where will you use the crane?

Safe and appropriate  
communicationmethods.

...CONTINUESONNEXTPAGE
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PC 1.1, 1.2 PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

Does the crane have enough capacity to carry Do you need any permits or licences?  
the load? Checkthe crane’s load chart.

...CONTINUED FROMPREVIOUSPAGE

You’ve already planned  
for site hazards.

What other things do  
you plan for before  
using the crane?

QUESTION 11

What equipment do you  
need? Is it available?

...CONTINUESONNEXTPAGE
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Is a dogman/riggeror  
tag line needed?

Safe work procedures.

PC 1.1, 1.2 PREPARE FOR NON-SLEWING CRANE OPERATIONS

QUESTION 11

...CONTINUED FROMPREVIOUSPAGE

You’ve already planned  
for site hazards.

What other things do  
you plan for before  
using the crane?

Travel requirements (distance,
speed  and direction)

The crane’s movement sequence

Slinging method – balance and
security  of load.

Condition and configurationof the load.
Plan for weight and size of load.

PC 1.1, 1.2
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