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        PC 1.1 INTRODUCTION TO ELEVATING WORK PLATFORMS

Chassis

Hinge

Counter weight

Upper boom lift cylinder

Intermediate boom cylinder

Upper boom

Lower boom

Lower boom lift cylinder

Telescopic cylinder

Level slave cylinder

Basket/platform

Slew ring

Level master cylinder

Parts of a boom type elevating work platform
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        PC 1.1 INTRODUCTION TO ELEVATING WORK PLATFORMS

Types of elevating work platforms
Elevating work platforms (or EWPs), are work platforms which can be raised to make working at heights much easier.  
EWPs are sometimes called cherry pickers, sky-workers, sky-cranes and boom lifts.

Telescopic boom lifts. 
These are also called 
‘straight stick’ booms. 
With these models, the 
boom extends outwards, 
but does not articulate.

Articulated boom lifts are often called 
‘knuckle booms’. They have a feature 
called ‘up and over reach’. This means 
they have the ability to place operators 
in locations that require vertical height, 
and horizontal reach.

Boom type EWPs have a platform which is raised on the end of a boom. 
There are many different types of boom type EWPs.
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         PC 1.1 INTRODUCTION TO ELEVATING WORK PLATFORMS

Trailer mounted EWPs have the ability to place 
operators at locations that require vertical 
height and horizontal reach.

They are available in varied sizes and can be 
electric or engine powered.

A key feature of trailer mounts is ‘up and over 
reach’ with the flexibility of towing the trailer 
lift to the job sites using your own vehicle.

Truck-mounted EWPs offer a safe and easy 
way of working at heights with the flexibility 
of quick movement between sites.

There are both articulating and telescopic 
versions of truck mounted EWPs.

Types of EWP  (continued)

SAMPLE



© Easy Guides Australia Pty. Ltd. May not be reproduced86

OPERATE AN ELEVATING WORK PLATFORM

Check that:QUESTION 39

QUESTION 40

What checks must you 
do on the safety harness 
equipment before using it?

The anchor points 
in the basket are in 

good condition
The equipment is less 

than 10 years old

The lanyard is in good 
condition and the 

energy absorber has 
not been used

The safety harness is 
in good condition

Whose job is it to check  
the EWP?

Whoever is operating the EWP must check it

PC 2.1, 2.2
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OPERATE AN ELEVATING WORK PLATFORM

QUESTION 41

You did all of the pre-start 
checks and you have 
started the EWP.

What post-start checks 
do you need to do after 
starting the EWP?

Can you clearly see the work area?

Some of the checks you should do are:

Do all the ground controls work?

Does the EWP have a safe slewing radius 
(can the EWP turn in a circle without 
hitting anything)?

Are the hazard controls in place? For example, 
barriers and witches hats.

...CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE

PC 2.1
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